October 6, 2007 Contra Costa Times:

 

Santa Ana:  The Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange said Friday it would pay nearly $7 million to settle four sexual abuse lawsuit, including one that exposed the bishop to being held in contempt of court.

 

The lawsuits, the first of which was to go to trial Oct. 15, involved allegations against three lay teachers at Mater Dei High School and Santa Margarita High School, as well as allegations against a priest at a neighborhood parish.

 

"The settlement of these civil cases represents the moral obligation for the church for such behavior by adults in positions of responsibility," Bishop Todd Brown said in a statement.

 

The diocese will pay $6.685 million to the four plaintiffs, making the average payout of $1.7 Million per person.

 

That figure is significantly higher than earlier settlements in the Orange County diocese and in Los Angeles, where plaintiffs received about $1.1 million and $1.3 million, respectively.

 

Attorneys for the bishop said they had not reached the settlement to avoid Brown's contempt of court hearing, which is scheduled for Tuesday.  Brown will insist on going forward with the hearing to clear his name, said Peter Callahan, the bishop's attorney.

 

"The bishop wants to go, he wants to clear his name from these accusations," Callahan said.  "The story is going to be that we settled to avoid the contempt charge and that's just a darn untruth."

