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CALIFORNIA

RN,

HOW SUPER LAWYERS ARE SELECTED

Law & Polities performs the polling, research and selection of Super Lawyvers ina process desigmed to identify Northern California
lawyers who have attained a high degree of peer recogmition and professional achicvement,

Super Lavwyers is a comprehensive and diverse listing of outstanding attorneys in Northern California representing a wide range
ol practice areas, firm sizes and geographic locations. Five percent of the lavyers in Nocthern Califirmia are named Super Lawyers,

* - THE BLUE RIBBON PANEL REVIEW

The nominees are grouped mte move than 60 pracice areas. Those nominces with
the highest point totals fiom cach practice avea are invited to gerve on the blue rbbon

pamEatach bhae abbon panclist reviews and scores a list of nominees from their primary

prachice area.

SURVEY
OF LAWYERS

Each yvear Law & Politics sends a |

THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Interviews and contacts: Throughout the selection process, Law & Palitics
merts and corresponds with law firms in Northern California to identify the wop
Lwyers i those firms,

Independent research: The Law & Polities attorney-led research tcam active-

ballot to the approsimately 46,000
active laswyers in Northern California

who have been in practice five vears
L. I scarches for ontstanding attorneys to complement the statewide survey of lawyers.
or more. The ballot asks lawyers to : ;
; ; The: research team evalpates prospective candidates on indicators of peer recogni-
nomminate the best attorneys they've
; ! B g ol ton and professional achievement as a supplement to the balloting and hlue ribbon
Prersenally obeeroed in action. The intent is

panel review: Civie service and pro bono activities are also considered.

e discourage votes based purely on

reputation. Lawyers may nominate Data verification: Each candidate is contacted to verify the lawyer's profession-
B er e i R ke (e al informaton, including primary area of practice. No Super Lawyer candidare will

nominate an equal or greater number be selected unless all information is verilied prior to publication.
of attorneys from other firms. Good standing review: Law & Politics reviews the discipline record of each

| Bk nte e ronndidre: skt candidate and verifies that the lawyer iz active and in good standing with the State
Bar of California,

carries a point total, with votes from

lawyers outside the nominee's firm
welghted greater than votes from THE FINAL SELECTION PROCESS
Candidates are divided according to firm size and geographic location, Top can-
T i ey g i ke 5 = 5 3
Law & Palitics manitors ballot ditlates from cach group are selected as Super Lawyers,

ing for indications of manipulation,

within the firm,

By addition to attorneys in private practice, Super Lawyers include prosecutaors,

and elimmates such ballots  from m-henrse counsel, and ]:uhlif service lawyers,

consideration. All Super Lawyers are also lsted on the Web site, supedawyers.com, where they

can be searched for by name, practice arca, and city

superlawyers.corm August 2005 5-5




THE TOP

100

Ahrens, Michael H., Sheppard Mullin
Richter & Hampton, San Francisco

Arguedas, Cristina Claypoole,
Arguedas Caseman & Headley,
Emeryville

Balabanian, David Mark, Bingham
McCutchen, 5an Francisco

Ballati, Deborah 5., Farella Braun +
Martel, San Francisco

Barulich, Paul John, Barulich
Schoknecht Dugoni, San Mateo

Bernstein, Jeffry Alan, Cobleniz
Patch Duffy & Bass, San Francisco

Bilter, Douglas Keith, Friedman
McCubbin Spalding Bilter
Roosevelt & Montgemery, San
Francisco

Blackmon, Clyde Maurice,
Blackmon & Associates,
Sacramento

Blears, Norman Jeffrey, Heller
Ehrman, Menlo Park

Bleich, Jeffrey L., Munger Tolles &
Qlsan, San Francisco

Bookin, Daniel H., I'Melveny &
Myers, San Francisco

Bostwick, James Stephen, Bostwick
& Associates, San Francisco

Brandi, Thomas J., The Brandi Law
Firm, 5an Francisco

Braun, Jerome Irwin, Farella Braun
+ Martel, San Francisco

Brosnahan, Jr., James J., Morrisan
& Foerster, San Francisco

Bruton, Frayda L., California Trust &
Estate Counselors, Sacramenta

Cabraser, Elizabeth Joan, Lieff
Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein,
San Francisco

Carlson, Donald Wayne, Carlzon
Calladine & Peterson, San
Francisco

Clarence, Manci, Clarence & Dyer,
San Francisco

Collin, Jr., Francis Joseph,
Dickenson Peatman & Fogarty,
Napa

Corash, Michele B., Morrison &
Foerster, San Francisco

Cotchett, Jr., Joseph W., Cotchett
Fitre Siman & McCarthy,
Burlingame

Crew, Eugene, Townsend and
Townsend and Crew, San
Francisco

Dailey, Garrett C., Law Offices of,
Dakland

Davidson, Gordon K., Fenwick &
West, Mountain View

Davis, Peter W.. Reed Smith,
San Francisco

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Dell’Dss0, Manlca, Burnham Brown,
Dakland

Dirkes, George R., Bancroft &
Mcalister, Greenbrag

Dreyer, Roger Arture, Drever Eabich
Buccola & Callaham, Sacramento

Dryburgh, Erik David, Silk Adler &
Colvin, San Francisco

Dufty, Pamela 5., Coblentz Palch
Duffy & Bass, San Francisco

Ellis, James Byron, JF Morgan
Private Bank, San Francisco

Ellis, Raymond George, Orrick
Herrington & Sutcliffe, San
Francisco

Ellman, Howard Nat, Ellman Burks
Haftman & Johnson, San
Francisco

Engel, G. Larry. White & Case,
5an Francisco

Epstein, Bette B., Reed Smith,
Dakland

Falk, Jr., Jerome B., Howard Rice
Nemeraovski Canady Falk &
Rabkin, San Francisco

Finberg, James Michael, Lieff
Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein,
San Francisco

Fink, David A., Nachlis & Fink,
San Francisco

Finn, Stephen Richard, Morgan
Lawis & Bockius, San Francisco

Fisher, Kevin B., White & Case,
San Franciseo

Fogel, Paul David, Read Smith,
San Francisco

Friedman, K . Bruce, Friedman
McCubbin Spalding Bilter
Roosevelt & Montgomery,
San Francisco

Gagen, Jr., William Eugene, Gagen
MeCoy McMahaen & Armstrang,
Damville

Galloway, George Patrick, Galloway
Lucchese Everson & Picchi,
Walnut Creek

Genshlea, Joseph Stephen,
Weintraub Genshlea & Sproul,
Sacramento

Glick, Martin R, Howard Rice
Memerovski Canady Falk &
Rabkin, 5an Francisco

Gold, David Allen, Morrison &
Foerster, Walnut Creek

Goldman, Melvin Rabert, Maorrison
& Foerster, San Francisco

Goodin, Robert Allan, Goodin
MacBride Squeri Ritchie & Day,
San Francisco

Greene, Richard Lawrence, Greene
Radovsky Maloney & Share, San
Francisco

Gutierrez, Jr., Max, Margan Lawis &
Bockiug, San Francisco

Handelman, Albert Gresser,
California Trust & Estate
Counselors, Santa Rosa

Hartog, John Alan, Law Office of,
Orinda

Hausman, Kenneth G., Howard Rice
Memerovski Canady Falk &
Rabkin, 5an Francisco

Heilbron, David M., Eingham
McCutchen, 5an Francisco

Harton, Neil Fisher, Haorton &
Roberts, Oakland

Keker, John W., Keker & Van Nest,
San Francisco

Kelly, Michael A., Walkup Melodia
Kelly Wecht & Schoenberger,
San Francisco

Kenyon, Charity, Riegels Campos &
Kanyon, Sacramento

Kinyon, Richard 5., Morrison &
Foerster, San Francisco

Little, Jan Nielsen, Keker & Van
Mest, San Francisco

Martel, John 5., Farella Braun +
Martel, 5an Francisco

McDonnell, Jr., John Lawrence,
Reed Smith, Dakland

McELhinny, Harold John, Morrison &
Foerster, San Francisco

McManis, James, McManis Faulkner
& Morgan, S5an Jose

Melodia, Paul ¥., Walkup Melodia
Kelly Wecht & Schoenberger,
San Francisca

Minami, Dale, Minami Lew &
Tamaki. San Francisco

Neal, Stephen C., Coolay Godward,
Palo Alte

Needham, Craig, Meedham Davis
Kirwan & Young, San Jose

Nolan, Jr., Thomas Joseph, Molan
Armstrong & Barton, Palo Alto

Orvell, Betty J.. Reed Smith,
Dakland

Penrod, James Norman, Morgan
Lewis & Bockius, San Francisco

Peters, Elliot R., Keker & Van MNest,
San Francisco

Pierson, Pamela Ellen, Fierson
Coats & Palash, 5an Francisco

Pitre, Frank M., Cotchett Pitre
Simon & McCarthy, Burlingame

Powers, Matthew Douglas, Weil
Gotshal & Manges, Redwood
Shores

The follpwing 15 an alphabetical

li=ting of the Lawyers who received

the kighest posnt 1otal in the

2005 Marthern Cali B SLper YBrE
ballating, research and k
TEVIEW PIECass

Price, Sandra Bette, Cooley
Godward, San Francisco

Renne, Paul Arthur, Coalay
Godward, San Francisco

Richmond, Diana E., Siderman &
Bancroft, San Francisco

Riordan, Dennis Patrick, Riordan &
Horgan, San Francisco

Roisman, Margaret Rockwell,
Rolaman Henel, Qakland

Rosch, John Thomas, Latham &
Watkina, San Francisco

Ruby, Allen Joel, Ruby & Schofield,
San Jose

Rudy, Mark Stuart, Rudy Exelrod &
Zieff, San Francisco

Shartsis, Arthur Joel, Shartsis
Friese, San Francisco

Sherman, Richard, DeGoff and
Sherman, Berkalay

Simborg, Madeleine B., Simborg &
Killingswaorth, Corte Madera

Smith, William Benjamin, Abramson
Smith & Waldsmith, San Francisco

Snyder, Stephen Michael, Snyder
Miller & Orton, San Francisco

Sonsini, Lawrence W., Wilson
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati,
Palo Alto

Streeter, Jon B., Keker & Van Nest,
San Francisco

Swgarman, Myron George, Cooley
Godward, San Francisco

Svetcov, Sanford [Sandyl, Lerach
Caughlin, San Francisco

Temmerman, Jr., Robert Eugene,
Termmerman & Cilley, San Jose

Thompson, Robert Andrew,
Sheppard Mullin Richter &
Hampton, San Francisco

Van Mest, Bob, Keker & Van Mest,
San Francisco

Watters, Richard Campbell, Milas
Sears & Eanni, Fresno

Worth, Themas Brennan, Law Dffice
of Thomas B. Worth, San
Francisco

Young, Douglas Rea, Farella Braun +

Martel, San Francisco

THE TOP

Arguedas, Cristina Claypoole, Arguedas
Cassman & Headley, Emeryville

Brosnahan, Jr., James J., Morrison &

Foerster, San Francisco
[3rd Top Point Getter]

Cotchett, Jr., Joseph W., Cotchett Pitre
Siman & McCarthy, Burlingame

[2nd Top Foint Getter]

Gutierrez, Jr., Max, Morgan Lewis
& Bockius, San Francisco

Keker, John W., Keker & Van Mest,
San Francisco [Top Point Getter]

| Kinyon, Richard 5., Marrison & Foerster,
San Francisco

Richmond, Diana E., Sideman & Bancroft,
San Francisco

Ruby, Allen Joel, Ruby & Schofield,
San Jose

Sonsini, Lawrence W., Wilson Sonsini
Goodrich & Rosati, Palo Alto

Young, Douglas Rea, Farella Braun
+ Martel, San Francisco

-6 saNfrancisco
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ERIC M.
ABRAMSON

uper Lawyers Albert Abramson,

Williarm Smith, and R.J. Waldsmith

are dedicated to helping those
who can't help themselves against big-
moneyed corporations and insurance
companies. Abramson Smith Waldsmith,
LLF is comprised of four partners with
well over 100 years of combined experi-
ence representing consumers and wvic-
tims in catastrophic personal injury and
wrongful death cases. These dedicated
attorneys have earned a national reputa-
tion as exceptional trial lawyers.

A CREATIVE APPROACH The lawyers at
Abramson Smith Waldsmith, LLP. have a
strong commitment to their clients. By

limiting the number of cases they accept, |

they ensure that each case is handled
directly by a partner and every client
receives personal attention. In fact, the
lawyers establish close relationships with
their clients that last for years. Each case
they take en is fully developed and pre-
pared far a jury trial. An important aspect
of their commitment to providing the

ROEBERT J.
WALDSMITH
Super Lawyer

ALBERT R.
ABRAMSON
Super Lawyer

ABRAMSON
WALDSMIT

best possible representation is their use | in key peer-reviewed trial organizations |

of state-of-the-art computer technology

ta present their cases. Smith, Waldsmith, |

and Abramson have found that jurors
respond well to fast-paced, electranically
presented evidence. The result: maximum
recavery for the client.

COMBINING
TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION AND
OLD-FASHIONED
COMPASSION.

RESULTS AND RECOGNITION The firm's
creative, approach has
an very effective, In 2004, Abramson
Smith Waldsmith, LLP, was selected as
the Mational Award winner for The Most
Innovative Use of Technology During a
Trial. William Smith and R.J. Waldsmith
also recently won the biggest personal
injury award in Contra Costa County,
California. In addition, the partners of the

visual prowv-

NIA

WILLIAM BE.
SMITH
Supar Lawyer

I
} ﬁ.

bath nationally and internationally.

FUELING CHAMGE Compassicnate toward
their clients, aggressive with their defen-
dants — these Super Lawyers use their
exceptional creative talents to win. While
their competence maximizes their clients’
darmages and commands the respect of
their peers, their expertise also helps to fur
ther their larger goal: rmaking the world safer |
for all consumers. Through their successes,
the lawyers at Abramson Smith Waldsmith,
LLP, want to motivate large corporations and
government entities to correct their unsafe
practices and improve their defective prod-
ucts. “The changes we advocate usually are
put into effect after our case is over,” states
R.J. Waldsmith. Mo matter what it takes,
Bill Smith promises, "We never give up.”

ABRAMSON SMITH WALDSMITH, LLP
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 3340

San Francisco, CA 94104

PH: 415-421-7795 « FX: 415-421-0912

firm consistently hold leadership positions | Toll Froe: B88-765-2988 » www.aswllp.com
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This i a listing of afl 2005 Narthern C;

Kerman, Peter Forsyth, Latham & Watkins,
Mernle Park, 650-328-4500

King, Kenton J., Skadden Arps Slate Meagher
& Flom, Palo Alto, 450-470-4530

Korman, Martin W., Wilson Sonsini Goodrich
& Rosati, Palo Alko, 650-493-2300

Larson, John W., Maorgan Lewis & Bockius,
San Francisco, 415-442-1000

Manierre, William Thayer, Sheppard Mullin
Richter & Hampton, San Francisco,
415-434-9100

Miller, Scott D., Sullivan & Cromwell, Palo
Alte, 850-461-5420

Sawyers, William Reed, Orrick Herrington &
Sutcliffe, San Francisco, 415-773-5770

Schnoll, Kenneth B., Sonnenschein Nath &
Rosenthal, San Francisco, §15-832-5000
Pg. 5-11

Smith, Gregory C., Skadden Arps Slate
Meagher & Flom, Palo Alto, 650-470-4590

Smith, Richard Vernon, Orrick Herrington &
Sutcllffsl San Francisco, £15-773-5830

Titelbaum, Daniel Ethan, Heller Ehrman, San
Francisco, 415-772-6000

| Tonsfeldt, Steven J., Heller Ehrman, Menlo

Park, $00-324-7000
Townsend, Robert Stewart, Morrison &
Foerster, San Francisce, 415-258-7000

| Young, Douglas M., White & Case, San

Francisco, 415-544-1100

NON-PROFIT
Dryburgh, Erik David, Silk Adler & Colvin, San
Francisce, 415-421-7555 Pg. 5-4
Hutton, William T., Coblentz Patch Duffy &
Bass, San Francisco, 415-391-4800

PLAINTIFFS PERSONAL INJURY:
GEMNERAL

Abramson, Albert R., Abramson Smith &
Waldsmith, San Francisco, 415-421-7995
Pg. 5-19

Anderlini, Paul Terry, Anderlini Finkelstain
Emerick & Smoot, San Maten, 450-348-0102

Arns, Robert Stephen, The Arns Law Firm,
San Francisco, 415-4%5-7800

Babich, Joseph John, Dreyer Babich Buccola
& Callaham, Sacramento, $14-379-3500

Baradat, Daniel Robert, Baradat & Edwards,
Fresng, 559-431-5364

Baum, David B., Baum & Blake, San
Francisco, 415-954-5544

Bohn, 5r., Robert H., Bohn & Bohn, San Jose,
BO0-573-4222 Pg. 5-49

Brewer, Steven James, Gwilliam lvary
Chigsso Cavalli & Brewer, Oakland,
510-832-5411

Buccola, Robert Anthony, Drever Babich
Buccola & Callaham, Sacramentg,
F16-379-3500

Buller, Terry D., Law Offices of, Oakland,
510-832-4295

Burdick, Paul Powers, Dunlap & Burdick,

Santa Cruz, B31-424-T040 Pg, 5-50

Callaham, Willlam Cooper, Oreyer Babich
Buccola & Callaham, Sacramento,
914-379-3500

Caputo, Paul F., Attorney at Law, San Jose,
A0B-297-4101

Cartwright, Jr., Robert Eugene, Cartwright
Law Firm, San Francisco, 415-433-0444

| Casper, Stan, Casper Meadows Schwartz and

Cook, Walnut Creek, ¥25-747-1147 Pg. 5=50

Cavalli, Steven Richard, Gwilliam lvary
Chiosso Cavalli & Brewer, Dakland,
F10-832-5411

Cavin, Jr., Lyle C., Law Offices of, Dakland,
510-444-2501

Cipinko, Sanford M., Law Difice of, San
Francisco, 415-693-9905 Pg. 5-29

superlawyers.com

lifnrniz Super Lawyers ar

Cook, Larry E., Casper Meadows Schwartz
and Cook, Walnut Creek, 725-947-1147
Pg. 5-51

Danko, Michael, O"Reilly Danko & Yamane,
San Mateo, £50-358-5901 Pg. 5-17

Davis, Gary Stuart, Curtis & Arata, Modesto,

CALIFORNIA

ranged by primary area of practice. Mames and page numbers in RED BOLDFACE indicate 3 prodile on the specified page

Domecus, Kevin L., Walkup Melodia Kelly

Waecht & Schoenberger, San Francisco,
415-981-7210 Pg. 5-9

Dreyer, Roger Arturo, Dreyer Babich Buccola

& Callaham, Sacramenta, 914-379-3500
Pg. 5-6

209-521-1800

Davis, Matthew D., Walkup Melodia Kelly
Wecht & Schoenberger, San Francisca,

415-981-F210 Pg. 5-%

Dickenson, Charles Howard, Dickenson
Peatman & Fogarty, Mapa, 707-252-7122

Fresno, 55%-431-5346

& Emery, Santa Rosa, 707-542-5050

Woirsserc Reese
Cotvic & Firstaan
. PROFESSIOMAL CORPORATION
A]"‘I’-QRNET’ ECAT LAW

'Hsﬂﬂwﬁ :
300 Lakeside Bmﬁa
24th Floor

Uaklﬂnd Gdrhmia
945124521 ek

Taiapema {ﬁmwﬁmm :

Faosimile: (510} 451-2170
st Ll oh

RS R

Edwards, David Gorden, Earadat & Edwards,

Emery, Patrick W., Abbey Weitzenberg Warren

I continued on page S-42 |

in Wulfsberg Reese Culwg & Flrsunm'

Professional Corporation is a nationally
recognized expert in construction law. He has
over 30 years’ experience in all phases of the
construction process, including design, bid
build, design build, engineering procurement
construction contracting, construction man-

- agement, and public works projects. He has

assisted EPC contractors, project owners, con-
tractors, architects and engineers, construction

. managers and developers in finding procure-

ment and evaluation methodologies, develop-
ing procurement documents, negotiating and
drafting contracts, negotiating and adminis-
tering contract claims, and developing claims
avoidance and dispute resolution strategies
and procedures.

Wulfsberg Reese Colvig & Firstman
Professional Corporation is a full-service
litigation, environmental and business law
firm based in Oakland, California, where it has
flourished for over 30 years. We are nationally
recognized as a leader in the field of complex
construction litigation and contract law.
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